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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

No. 2004-BD-00753-SCT

THE MISSISS PPl BAR
V.
DOUGLASR. DANIELS

ORDER

1.  Thismatter camebeforethe Court Stting en banc ontheMissssppi Bar’ sforma complaint againgt
Douglas R. Danids

2.  Danids was sugpended by the Connecticut Superior Court from the practice of law in that Sate
fortwoyears. Danielsv. Statewide Grievance Committee, 804 A.2d 1027 (Conn. Ct. App. 2002).
The suspenson was effective on July 1, 2002. The court retained jurisdiction to ensure that Danids
compliedwithtwo conditions. Frs, Danidswasrequiredto“ remainin psychiarictreatment until medicaly
discharged.” Moreover, Danidswasrequired to “ regigter for and passether the Multi-State Professiond
Responghility Examinetion or acourse on legd ethics offered by an accredited law schoal or other entity
acceptable to the Petitioner.”

1. The Connecticut court found that Danidls violated various Rules of Professond Conduct. FHrst,
hefailedto defend adient’ scontempt case. Moreover, Daniesfalled to communicatewith her adeguatdly
during the course of his representation. He failed to promptly comply with requestsfor an acoounting and

arefund.



4.  Danidsrepresented adient in adivorce procesding. The court found that he failed to ddiver his
dient his divorce proceeds promptly.

1.  Inrepresating a dient in an adoption proceeding, Danids failed to respond to letters and
communications adequatdy. He dso falled to provide atimdy refund and an accounting of hisfees

6.  The Connecticut court found thet Danids falled to file papers on a dient’s behdf in a custody
meater. In addition, hefailed to return hisdient’ stdephone cdls

7. Inhisrepresantation of adient in adomestic matter, Danidsfailed to return hisdient’ s telephone
cdls Hefaled to refund hisdient sretainer in atimdy fashion.

8.  Inagrandparents vigtation metter, Danidsfaled to timdy fileamoation for order of vigtation and
falled to communicate adequatdy with hisdient. In addition, he failed to provide her with an accounting
of the srvices he paformed. Hefaled to timely return any of the retainer hisdient gave him.

9.  TheConnecticut court found thet inan Immigration Board of Appedlscase, Danidsfailed to kegp
his dient reesonably informed regarding the atus of his case. He falled to explain métter to the extent
necessary to permit the dient to make an informed decision regarding the representation. Danidsdid not
provide awritten fee agreament. He did not complete required formsto indicate his representetion of the
diat propely. Thecourt hdd thet hisfallureto reopen and hiscommunication with theimmigration offices
regarding the forms following the Board of Immigration Appeds decison demondrated a lack of
competence and diligence.

110.  Findly, the Connecticut court concduded that Danids failed to pay a dient’s outstanding medica
billsin atimdy fashion after he hed settled her persond injury metter.

11. Asaresult of hissuspenson in Connecticut, the Mississippi Bar initiated disciplinary procesdings

agang Danids under Rule 13 of the Missssippi Rules of Discipline on April 14, 2004. Danids did not



respond tothecomplaint. Hecommitted no unprofessiona conductin Missssppi savehissuspensonfrom
the Missssppi Bar for nonpayment of enrallment fees according to Miss. Code Ann. 8 73-3-127 (Rev.
2000).

112. Having carefully and fully consdered the Bar's complant, the Court finds that a two-year
USpenson is gopropricte.

113. IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED that, based on Rule 13 of the Missssppi Rules of Discipline,
Douglas R. Danidsis suspended from the practice of law in the State of Mississppi for two years. The
two-year sugpenson shdl begin on the date of the entry of this Order.

4. IT ISRURTHER ORDERED tha pursuant to Rule 12 of the Missssppi Rulesof Discipline, thet
subsequent to the time of digibility for rangatement, Douglas R. Danids shdl: (1) take the Multi-State
Professond Responghility Examination as prepared by the Nationd Conference of Bar Examinegrs and
achieve ascded soore of not less than 80, and shdll be reindated to the privilege of practicing law only
upon petition to the Court, and; (2) show that he remained in psychiaric trestment until medicaly
discharged, and; (3) pay dl goplicable feesand pendties as set out in Miss Code Ann. § 73-3-127.
115. ITISFURTHER ORDERED that the Clerk of the Court shdl send, via certified mail, copies of
this Order to Douglas R. Danidls and to the Missssppi Bar.

f16. SO ORDERED, thisthe 28" day of July, 2004.

/9 JamesW. Smith, J.
JAMESW. SMITH, R., CHIEF JSTICE




DIAZ, J, NOT PARTICIPATING.



